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From the Theophilanthropist. 


LETTERS OW EVIL. 
By Soame Jenyns. 


LETTER V1. 


ON RELIGIOUS EVILS. 
(Concluded from page 260.) 


I now come to my last head of evils, which 
I call religious ; by which I mean all that mad- 
ness, and folly, into which mankind have per- 
petually fallen under the name of religion ; to- 
veiher with all these persecutions, massacres, 
and martyrdoms which some have been induc- 
ed to inflict, and others to suffer, from an en- 
thusiastic zeal for those errors and absurdities ; 
evils of the most.enormous size, and which of 
all others are the most difficult to be accounted 
for, as their existence seems most inconsistent 
with infinite goodness, and most easily pre- 
ventable hy infinite power. For, though hu- 
man nature could not be exempted from natur- 
al and moral evils (as has been shewn) even 
by omnipotence, yet one would think, a far 
less degree of power mighthave been sufficient 
to have defended it from religious ; by impar- 
ting to mankind, a true, rational, and explicit 
system of theology ond ethics ; by which means 
all the absurdities of false religions, and all the 
calamities flowing from those absurdities, would 
have been effectually prevented. Wonderful 
therefore must it appear, since the happiness of 
men, through every part of their existence, so 
much depends on their religion, that is, on their 
entertaining notions of God and his attributes, 
of their duty to him, and their behaviour to 
each other ; most wonderful, I say, and aston- 
ishing it must appear, that a wise and benevo- 
lent Creator should so far have deserted his 
creatures on this important occasion, as to have 
suffered them, through all generations, to have 
wandered amidst such perilous precipices in 
the dark; or if at any time he has vouchsafed 
them any supernatural light, that it should 
have been so faint and glimmering that it has 
rather served to terrify them with the gloomy 





prospect of their danger, than to enable them 
to avoid it. : 

If we look back as far as history will carry 
us, we shall find all ages and nations practising 
under the name of religion, such inhuman, ob- 
scence, stupid and execrable idolatries, that it 
would disgrace humzn nature but to enumerate 
them: we shallsee the wisest men of the wis- 
esi countries consulting oracles of wood and 
stone, and confiding in the foolish superstition 
of the flight of birds, and the entrails of beasts, 
aud the pecking of chickens ; we shall see 
them butchering their innocent herds and flocks 
as an atonement for their vices, and sacrificing 
their enemies, their slaves, their children, and 
sometimes themselves, to appease the wrath of 
their imaginary deities, and whose worship bo 
cruelty was too horrid to be made'a part; and 
by whose infamous examples no wickedness 
was too execrableto be patronized. At length 
christianity appeared, which, if ever God con- 
descended to reveal his will to man, undoubt- 
edly makes the fairest pretensions to that rev- 
elation : far from answering that idea of per- 
fection which we might expect from the divine 
interposition, it was hut a sketch, whose out- 
lines indeed appear the work of a consummate 
master, but filled up from time to time by une- 
qual and injudicious hands. It had many de- 
fects in its institution, and was attended with 
many and great evils in its consequences ; in 
its institution it wanted universality, authentici- 
ty, prespicuity, and policy,and in its conse- 
quences it was soon corrupted, and from that 
corruption productive of the most mischievous 
effects. Its great author designed it not to be 
exempted from any of these imperfections, He 
revealed it onlyto @ small and obscure corner 
of the world in jarables and mysteries: He 
guarded not its original purity, which seems to 
have died with himself, by committing it to an 
written records, but left it in the hands of illit- 
erate men, who, though they were honest e- 
nough to die for it, were never wise enough 
perfectly to understand it. All policy he dis- 
claims in express words, saying, My kingdom 
is not of this world ; that is, I meddle not with 
the political affairs of mankind; I teach mer 
to despise he wold, but not to govern it — 
Nor did he expect any better consequences 
from its progress than those which actually fol- 
lowed : he was by no means ignorant of he fu- 
ture corruption, and that, though his primitive 
institution breathed nothing but peace, and for- 
bearance, good-will and benevolence: yet that 
in mixing with the policies and interests of man- 
kind, it would be produetive of tyranny and 
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oppression, of martyrdoms and massacres, of 


national wars and family dissentions, Think 
not says he, I come to send peace on earth, I 
come not to send peace but a sword : for I am 
come to set man at variance against his father, 
and the daughter against her mother, and the 
deughter-in-law against her mother-in-law A 
Prophecy too fatally fulfilled ! 
From what inscrutable source can all these 
imperfections, and all these consequent evils, 
derive their existence ? On what incomprehen- 
sible plan must the wise disposer of all things 
proceed, to suffer men thus to bewilder them- 
selves in the labyrinths of error, and from 
thence to plunge into the gulfs of wickedness 
and misery, when the least direction from his 
omnipotent hand would lead them through the 
flowing paths of truth, to virtue and felicity? 
Strange ! that he has not given them reason 
sufficient to perform this important office ! 
Stranger! that, if ever he condescended to as- 
sist that reason with his infinite wisdom, even 
the religion that results from the supernatural 
assistance should be still deficient in almost 
every one of the principal requisites necessary 
towards accomplishing the great and benificent 
ends it was designed for! that it should want 
universality to render it impartial, authenticity 
to make it demonstrable, perspicuity to make it 
intelligible, and policy to make it useful to 
mnkind: that it should immediately have 


been corrupted, and from that corruption been 
productive of all the misery and wickedness it 


scemed calculated to prevent. But on exam- 
ination we shall find, that these evils, like all 
those of which we have before treated, owe 
their existence no defect of goodness or 
power in God,but to the imperfection of man and 
their own necessity : that is, to the impractica- 
bility of giving a perfect religion to an imper- 
fect creature. 

Were God to reveal a religion to mankind, 
though the revealer was divine, the religion 
must be human, or it could be of no use to 
those for whose sake it was revealed: and 
therefore, like them, it must be liable to num- 
berless in; erfeciions, amongst which all those 
deficiencies before mentioned, are absolutely 
unavoidable, and impossible to be prevented by 
any power whatever: these are the want of u- 
niversaljty, authenticity, perspicuity and poli- 
cy; its certain corruption, with all that inunda- 
tion of wickedness and misery which must flov: 
from that corruption. Great and numerous e- 
viis! from which it is not difficult to shew, that 
po revclation- communicated to man can be ex- 
empted by an omnipotent revealer. 

First then, it must want universality : that is, 
however conducive it may be to the virtue and 
happiness of mankind in general, it cannot be 
alike communicated to all men in all ages and 
all nations of the world; because, from the na- 
ture of things, it must havea beginningand a 
progression: it must at first be revealed at some 
time, and in.some place ; and whenever and 
wherever that is, there must have been times 








and places in which it was not revealed; ang 
therefore it is impossible it can be universa]- 
and this not proceeding from any impotence or 
partiality in the revealer ; but from the modes 
of existence of all human affairs. 

It must likewise want authenticity; that is 
though its divine authority may be more or les, 
credible according to the circumstances of the 
evidence, yet it can never be capable of a dix 
rect or demonstrative proof; because God must 
communicate this revelation to mankind by q 
general or a particular inspiration; that is, ej- 
ther by inspiring all men, or by inspiring a few 
to teach it to others: the first of these meth. 
ods, or a universal inspiration, is impossible ip 
nature, and absurd even in imagination, and 
would be the total alteration of human nature : 
the other must ever be liable to infinite uncer- 
tainty, because though a man may possibly 
know when he himself is inspired, (though that 
I think, may be very well questioned) yet, 
that he should ever produce indubitable creden- 
tials of a divine commission to others, who are in- 
spired,seems utterly impracticable, there being 
no marks by which the fact can be ascertained, 
nor any faculties in the human mind which are 
able to distinguish it: the excellence of the rev- 
elation he teaches, its beneficent ends, and the 
miracles he may work in its confirmation, may 
altogether render it more or less probable, but 
can never amount to a certain proof, because 
we know so litile of the ends and consequences 
of things, andso much less of the nature of 
miracles we understand indeed nothing about 
them, but that we ourselves are unable to per- 
form them ; but what beings of superior orders 
may be able to da we cannot tell; nor yet 
what power, inclination or permission such be 
ings may have to deceive us. If it is impossi- 
ble therefore we can be certain of the divine 
authority ofa revelation, ever by a personal 
communication with its first author, much less 
can we be assured of it through the fallacious 
mediums of tradition or history ; for who ever 
observes the propensity men have to impose 
upon themselves and others, how difficult it is 
to come to a true representation of the com 
monest fact, even at the distance of a few miles 
or a few years, will be easily convinced, that 
all human tradition.can be nothing more than a 
complication of designed fraud and inevitable 
error; a glass which misrepresents all objects 
by magnifying or diminishing them, just as it 
is placed by the hand of knavery for the in- 
spection of folly and credulity. History indeed 
carries with ita greiter authority, but must ev- 
er be liable to infinite imperfections: we can 
never be certain that the writers of it, being 
mep, were not imposed upun themselves, of 
did not intend to impose on others; and there- 
fore its original evidence cannot be conclusive, 
and must grow daily weaker in proportion to 
its antiquity : it must necessarily be subject to 
all uncertainties proceeding from the variation 
of languages and customs, ignorent transcribers 
false translations, interpolations and forgeries ; 
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and as the histories of religions are more ¢on- | 
nected with man’s interesis than those of other 
occurrences, so they must be ever more sub- 
ject to these frauds and impositions 5 for the 
‘same reason that a bank-note is more likely to 
be counterfeited than a news-paper. It is there- 
fore impossible that history can afford us any 
certain proof of a supernatural and miraculous 
dispensation, because a fact, unlixely to be 
true can never be demonstrated by a relation 
not impossible to be false. If it be said, that 
God may inspire: the writers of such important 
records with infallibility ; I answer, the proof 
that he has so inspired them will be attended 
with’fo less diffrculties than the proof of that 
divine authority which is to be established by 
it; and it must ever be absurd to prove the 
truth of a revelation by the infallibility of its 
records, and the infallibility of its records 
from the truth of the revelation. It is plain 





therefore, that though infinite goodness may 


207 
vine revelation can never be a regular body 
of practical institutes, clear and perspicuous, 
free from all:doubts and altercations, inforced 
by perpetual miracles, by visible an@ immedi- 
ate rewards and punishments, 

It must also want policy ; that is, it can ne- 
ver prescribe political rules by which mankind 
can be conducted in the government of nations, 
or their pretended rights of war and peace, be- 
cause all these affairs’ being incapable (as has 
been shown) of being carried on by any other 
means than those of violence, fraud and currup- 
tion, a divine revelation cannot possibly give any 
directions about them; because all such must 
be necessarily inconsistent either with virtue or 
with practicability.* 

Ifa divine revelation can give no laws for 
the management of civil government, much less 
can it institute any new policies peculiar to it- 
self, under the names of spiritual or ecclesias- 
tical; all which must be necessarily adminis- 





reveal a religion to so imperfect a creature as | tered, if administered by man, by the same un- 
man, yet infinite power cannot, by reason of | justifiable methods as others, with this addition- 
that imperfection, give to that revelation such a | al inconvenience, that they could never be 
degree of authenticity, that is, such a demon- | justly resisted. God cannot therefore, I ap- 
strable proof of its divine authority, as some | prehend, delegate spiritual power to man, with- 
men unreasonably expect, and others as ridic-| out patronizing all that violence, corruption, 
ulously bestow upon it. and iniquity, which myst result from it, and 
It must want perspicuity ; that is, it must be | without which no power inthe hands of mer 
much more obscure both in its speculative and | can be exercised oyer men. 
practical doctrines, than might be expected from | But most of all impossible it myst be that a 
the interposition of infinite wisdom, truth and | divine and human government should subsist 
benevolence. In its speculative doctrines, ob- | together in the same society, for they must im- 





scurity must be unavoidable, because they must | mediately clasli: dnd whenever that happens, 
treat of subjects above the reach of our com- | the least spark of divine authority, if really di- 
prehensions ; which neither eye has seen, nor | vine, must infalhbly consume all human power, 
ear heard, nor has it entered into the heart of | and destroy all civil government whatever. 


man to conceive ; and therefore no power can| Lastly, it must very soon be corrupted, and 
impart to us clear and explicit ideas of such | from that corruption be productive of the most 


things without first bestowing on us new facul- 
ties and new senses ; that is, without the total 
alteration of our natures. 
all extraordinary is, that it must be likewise to 
a certain degree obscure in its practical and 
moral precepts : and this from a reason not 
the less valid for having never before been in- 
sisted on; which is, from the necessity of mor- 
al evil: that is, since Ged, as has been shewn, 
was obliged by necessity to admit moral evil 
into the creation, he must probably be obliged, 
by the same necessity, to suffer it in some de- 
gree to continue; and therefore cannot inforce 
the universal practice. of virtue, by laws so ex- 
plicit, by threats and promises so glaring, and 
by commands so incontestably of divine author- 
ity, as can admit no doubt; for these would 
be so absolutely irresistable as at once to eradi- 
cate all human vice, which has already been 
proved to have been admitted only from the 
impossibility of its exclusion without the mtro- 
duction of greater evils, or the loss of superior 
good. If omnipotence could not prevent the 
existence of moral evil by the original forma- 
tion of man, totally to extirpate it by revela- 
tion, would be to counteract his own wise, tho’ 
incomprehensible designs; and therefore a di- 


| mischievous effects, 
| For instance, when a divine revelation is 


But what is most of | first communicated to mankind, it must be re- 


_ ceived (ifreceived at all) because its precepis 
are approved, and its authority believed: and 
all those nations who thus approve the one, 
and believe the other, must esteem it both their 
interest and their duty to encourage and sup- 
port it. This they can effect by no other 
means than by granting peculiar privileges to 
all who profess it, by forming from it their na- 
tional religion, and public worship, and by 
maintaining an order of men to preach, that 
religion, and minister that worship to the peo- 
ple ; all which amounts to a national establish- 
meut. Now the mameut any religion becomes 
national, or established, its purity must cer- 
tainly be lost, because it is then.impossible to 
keep it unconnected with men’s interests; and 
if connected, it must inevitably be perverted 
by them. Whenever temporal advantages are 
annexed to any religious profession, they will 
be sure to call in all those who have no reli- 


* That is, according to our author’s plan of gov- 
ernment, which is adapted to the monarchical sys- 





tem, 
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gion at all ; knaves will embrace it for the sake 
of interest, fools will follow them for the sake 
of fashion; and when once it is in such hands, 
omnipotence itself can never preserve its purity. 
That very order of men, who are maintain- 
ed to support its interests, will sacrifice them 
to their own ; and being in the sole possession 
of all its promises, and all its terrors, and hav- 
ing the tenderness of childhood, the weakness 
of age, and the ignorance of the vulgar to 
work upon ; I say, these men, vested with all 
these powers, yet heing but men, will not fail 
to convert all the mighty influence they must 
derive from them to the selfish cnuds of their 
own avarice and ambition, and cousequently 
to the total destruction of its original purity : 
from it they will lay claim to powers which it 
never designed them, and to possessions tu 
which they have no right ; to make good these 
false pretensions, false history will be forged, 
and fabulous traditions invented; groundless 
terrors will be flung out to operate on supersti- 
tion and timidity ; creeds and articles will be 
contrived to confound all reason, and tests im- 
posed to sift out all who have honesty or cour- 
age enough to resist these unwarrantable en- 
croachments. Devotion will be turned into 
firce and pageantry, to captivate men’s eyes, 
that their pockets may with more facility be 
invaded : they will convert piety into super- 
stition, zeal iato rancour, and this religion, not- | 
withstanding all its divinity, into diabolical | 
mlevolence. By degrees knaves will join 
them, fools beheve them, and cowards be a- | 
frsui of them; and having gained so consider- 
able a pert of the world to their interests, they | 
will erect en indepedent dominion among | 
themselves, dangerous to the liberties of man- | 





kind, and representing all those who oppose | 


thir tyranny as God’s enemies, teach it} 
to he meritorious in his sight to persecute | 
them in this world and damn them in an- 
other. Hence must arise hierarchies, in- 
quisitions, and popery ; for popery is but the 
consummation of that tyranny which every re- 
ligious system in the hands of men is in per- 
petual pursuit of, and whose principles they 
are all ready to adopt whenever they are for- 
tunate enough to meet with its success. 





Thus sir, if I mistake not, I have sufficiently, 
though concisely, answered that most abstruse | 
and important question, Whence came evil? | 
and proved, that all the evils we feel, and all | 
which we see around us, derogate not in the | 
least from the wisdom, power, or goodness of 
our creator, but proceed entirely from that sub- | 
ordination which is so necessary to the happi- | 
ness, and even to the existence of the great and 
incomprehensible whole, I have shewn that 
all subordination must imply imperfection m 
some being or other; and that all imperfection 
must consist in the absence of comparative 
good, or the admission of positive evil. I have 
shown that most of the evils we usually complain 


of are of the first kind; the want only of those | 


finite power might have bestowed upon our. 
selves; which are therefore in fact no evils at 
all; that those of the latter sort, or positive ¢. 
vils, are such as from the nature of things must 
intrude themselves into all creation, and there. 
fore that omnipotence can do no more than 
make choice of that system which admits the 
fewest; being obliged by the imperfection of 


all created beings, the untractableness of mat- 


ter, and some incomprehensible connection be: 
tween good and evil, happiness and misery, to 
admit both, or to give existence to neither, | 


| have likewiseshewn that moral evil may have its 


necessity and utility, as well as natural; at 
least, that if natural evils are necessary, moral 
ones are expedient; that though the essence 
of all moral evils consists in the production of 
natural, yet it may have some collateral ten- 
dency to good; and that the wicked, 
whilst they are jusily punished for the miserics 
which they occasion, may probably, by that 
very guilt and punishment, some way remotely 
contribute to universal happiness. 

I have shewn that if natural and moral evils 
could not be prevented, the existence of poli- 
tical and religious evils must of course be un- 
avoidable, they being but the certain conse- 
quences of the other: that all human govern- 
ment must be in the highest degree imperfeci, 


; and big with all manner of evils, being the do- 


minion of ignorant and wicked creatures over 
each other ; that no power whatever can give 
a perfect religion to so imperfect a creature as 
man ; that, was he capable of once receiving 


! os eos : 
| a perfect religion, itis not possible he could 


long retain it; because, if it could be kept 
entirely separate from his worldly interests, it 
would soon be neglected, and perish in obliv- 
ion; and, if it was not, such a connection 
would quickly corrupt its purity, and destroy 
its essence, so that national establishments 
would be necessary for its support, and yet in- 
fallibly productive of its destruction. That 
all these evils proceed not from wrong disposi- 
tions or accidental causes, but singly and solel) 
from the impertection of man ; and yet that in 
the gradation from infinite perfection to abso- 
lute nothing, theré must be one rank occupied 
by such a creature as man, with all his imper- 
fections about him; that these imperfections 
be annexed to his situation, and adhere to eve- 


| ry thing that relates to him, to his happiness. 


to his morals, to his government, and to his re- 
ligion; that, in like manner, all other created 
beings must have evils and imperfections pecu- 
liar to their stations and proportioned to thei 
inferiority ; notwithstanding all which, there is 
as much good, and as little evil in the universal 
system, as the nature of creation, will admit 
of ; and that therefore it is a work equal te 
what we might expect from the operations of 


, infinite benevolence joined with infinite pow- 


er. 


End of the inquiry into the nature and 05 
perfections we see others enjoy, or imagine in- | igin of evil. 
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LETTERS ON EVIL, 


The series cf Letters from the pen of Soame | 


Jenyns “ on the Nature and Origin of Evil,” is 
now completed, though they do not contain all he las 
qvritten on the subject. Our readers, we trust, have 
been gratified by a perusal of them; and if sound 
arguinent, elegence of style, and a remarkalvy clear 
perception and description. of fucts, can crtitle the 
prodyetions of an author toa candid examination, 
we have reason to believe, that the leading doctrines 
of Mr. Jenyns will not be rejected until they have 
been duly weighed in the balance of reason. Af- 
ter having carefully examined the subject, we feel 
constrained tosay, that the Letters contain many i- 
deas which are original, and much that every reason- 
able person must admire and approve. Yet there 
are some ideas advanced, to which we cannot assent: 
He had probably imbibed some religious and political 
prejudices, which, though principally overpowered 
by enlightened reason, occasionally predominated o- 
ver his judgment. His prejudices against democrat- 
jcal governments led him, to say that, which, were 
he now on earth and acquainted with American 
freedom, would doubtless be pronounced by himseli 
incorrect. And the same may be said relative to his 
ideas on matters of rchgion. But considering the 
time when, and the circumstances under which he 
wrote, we have more to admire. in his Jetters then to 
condemn. We occasionally find an expression, 
which appears not to agree with his general riews ; 
hut the discriminating reader will be able to cull the 
wheat from the tares, which will justify the course 
we have pursued in permitting both to grow together 
until the end, lest in pulling up the tares we shouldin- 
jare the wheat. 

Before we close this remails, we would ask the at- 
tenlive reader one question. Ifthe general ideas 
advanced by Mr. Jenyns be correct, what will be- 
come of the notions of poor orthodoxy? The dog- 
ina of the fall of man, as it has been generally un 
derstood, has ever been like.a mill stone around the 
necks of mankind, acting as a dead weight upon 
reason and reasonable happiness; and the sooner the 
ridiculous absurdity is exploded the better! But a- 
las! alas! What will be said by those who are now 
50 fond of charging their iniquities to Adam, and the 
Devil! As soon as it appears to, enlightened reason, 
that imperfection is necessarily an ingredient of our 
very nature, mankind will set themselves about the 
work of overcoming the evil propensities of the 
‘* natural man,” by giving heed to the faithful mon- 
itor within, or listeping to the teachings of Christ. 
Tn a word ; since reading the letters of Mr. Jenyns, 
we have concluded that he has so impaired the doc- 
trine of “imputed sin” that the notable passage in 
the N. E. Primer, “ in Adams Fall we sinned all,” 
will not be considered inspiration any louger ! 





The reader may be desirous to become aequaint- 
ed with the character of the author of the foregoing 
letters ; and we will therefore give in another number. 
ap extract from his Biography by Charles N. Cole: 
to whom he bequeathed the copy right of all bis 


works, 


A NEW WORK. 

We have been highly gratified with the perusal ot 
a small volume entited “ Dissertations on the last 
paragraph of the twenticth chapter of the Apoca- 
lypse, with its context and connexions ; wherein, 
common errors are exploded, and a correct expiana- 
tion attempted. Also, two Sermons, which are so 
intimately connected that they were both delivered 
as one, at Utica, on the evening of the 7ta of May, 
1826, before a convention of Ministers and brethren 
of the Abrahamic Faith. By “ Rev. L. C. Todd.” 
To this is appended a discourse on the Parable of 
the Rich Man and Lazarus. We tale this opportu- 
nity to recommend it to cur brethren ay a valuable 
acquisition to the meaus of information oo those sub- 
jects which it is designed to illustrate, and as ao ef- 
fectual refutation of the aspersions of our cnemics 
and the doctrine of the Devil. It should be in the 
hands of every inquirer after truth, especially our 
religious opponents. —£d. 


CHAUTAUQUE ASSOCIATION. 
MINUTES. 

The Ministers and Delegates composing the 
Association, convened at the village of James- 
town, on Wednesday, Sept. 6, 1826, according 
to adjournment, and after uniting with brother 
Caleb Todd in an earnest address to the throne 
of Grace, proceeded to organize the Council 
by choosing brother C. Todd, Moderator, and 
brother Levi Davis, Clerk. After making the 
necessary arrangements, the Council and a 
highly respectable congregation, attended di- 
vine service at the Academy. 

Order of Service. 
Bi. Lewis C. Todd, introductory prayer. 
“ Alfred Peck, Sermon, Gal. i. 7. 
“ L. 8. Everett, concluding prayer. 

The Council then repaired to their chamber, 
and received the credentials of delegates, and 
read the letters from the respective societies in 
fellowship, which evinced a laudable zeal on 
their part, and occasioned a correspondent de- 
gree of gratitude amongst the brethren assem- 
bled. In the afternoon a more numerous con- 
gregation convened at the place of public wor- 
ship, where divine service was performed in the 
following 

Order of Service. 

Brother Caleb Todd, Introductory prayer. 
“ —L. 8. Everett, Sermon, Eph. i. 14. 
“Alfred Peck, Concluding prayer. 

THURSDAY. 

The Council convened according to adjour- 
ment, and proceeded to appoint Brs. A. Peck 
and L, C. Todd, a committee to visit the Gen- 
esee Association, to be convened the last Wed- 
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nesday of the present month, at West Mendon, 
Monroe county, N. Y. and Br. A. Peck to vi- 
sit the “ Northern Ohio Association of Univer- 
salists,” which will hold its annual meeting at 

, Geauga county, the first Wednesday of 
October next. 

Appointed Br. L. S. Everett to prepare the 
Minutes for the press and accompany the same 
with a Letter to the sovieties.and brethren in 
fellowship, to be published in the Gospel Advo- 
Cate. 

Order of Service on Thursday. 
FORENOON. 
Brother A. Peck, introductory prayer. 
6 L. S. Everett, sermon, Matt. xviii. 3. 
Caleb Todd, concluding prayer. 
AFTERNOON. 
Brother L. S. Everett, introductory prayer. 
es L. C. Todd, sermon, Mal, ii. 10. 
¢@ LS. Everett, customary addresses, 
- A. Peck, concluding prayer. 

Having finished the business before the coun- 
cil it was voted, to adjourn, to meet with divine 
permission, at Fredonia, on the first Wednes- 
day in October, 1827. 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

The Chautauque Association of Universa- 
lists, by their brother duly appointed, sends 
christian salutation to the brethren of the like 
precious faith, who have been represented in 
the annual council, and to all others, whether 
near or afar off,to whom this epistle may come, 
with an heart felt desire that all, and each one, 
may experience grace, mercy, peace, with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

Dearly beloved brethren, sisters and friends: 
Having learned from the scriptures of Truth,afd 
realizedat our convocatiun, that some would 
trouble you by perverting the Gospel of Christ, 
we would avoid doing evil, by communicating a 
message of peace, kindness, and love ; having 
enjoyed, in sweet communion, the earnest ofa 
blissful inheritance—a foretaste of joys un- 
speakable, we tender to you that which we have 
also received ; having enjoyed the evidence in 
our souls that we have been converted from er- 
ror to truth, we feel bound to inform you of our 
love for our brethren; and having been taught 
that we have ali one Father, that one God hath 
created us, we would address you all as breth- 
ven, and endeavor not to deal treacherously 
one with another, 

From the foregoing minutes of our proceed- 
ings you will learn, that a respectable number 
of brethren assembled to devise ways and means 
to extend the cause of truth, righteousness, and 
peace, among our fellow men. The services 
of the house of public worship were truly inter- 
esting and impressive ; combining practice with 
theory in such a manner as to put to silence 
the untutored passions of the soul, and bid a 
solemn defiance to the prejudices of a misguid- 
ed world. In all our labors and p+oceedings, 
mutual kindness, charity, and forbearance in 





love, were exhibited; and throughout the time 
deyoted to the necessary consultations, the 
prin of a pure and unadulterated gospel 
predominated. It may truly be said, that the 
members of the association “ took sweet counse] 
together,” and dwelt together in unity. The 
result of our deliberations we hasten to lay be. 
fore you. 

From the information obtained by the asso. 
ciation, it is evident, that the cause of Taurg 
is prospered to a very considerable degree-ip 
this section of the Lord’s heritage. In the ter. 
ritory under the jurisdiction of this association, . 
there are a number of societies in a measurably 
prosperous condition. Some of those societies . 
are favored with the stated ministration of the 
word. There are, however, many believers in 
the Abrahamic Faith, who are not yet united 
in societies. The brethren, generally, feel dis. 
posed to make reasonable cxertions to procure 
the labors of the ministry, and the hope is cher- 
ished, that every laudable exertion will be 
crowned with abundant success, Brotherly 
kindness appears to prevail among the breth- 
ren, and those bickerings, and jealousies, which 
frequently exist among christians, seem to have 
no place among them. What adds much to 
the happiness of the association, is the general 
prevalence of good order and morality among 
the societies. Although there may be, and 
probably are, exceptions, yct so far as a knowl- 
edge of facts has been obtained, there appears 
to be a great majority among the brethren, whe 
sustain strictly moral characters, and exemplify, 
in their deportment, the pure principles of truth 
and religion. 

But, notwithstanding these favorable and sat- 
isfactory appearances, there are some things, 
on the other hand, which, though not peculiar 
to any section of country, or to any people, are 
nevertheless to be disapprobated and corrected. 
In the spirit of kindness, a few of the mosi 
prominent evils alluded to, will be particular- 
ized, 

First; there appears to be a want of atten- 
tion, among the brethren, to the means neces- 
sary to procure the labors of gospel preachers. 
There aresome among as, who, although they 
outwardly profess the doctrine of impartial grace, 
remain practically indifferent to the cause, by 
neglecting to use the means which God has put 
into their hands, to promote its extension.— 
Some will even openly avow their disapproba- 
tion of error, and at the same time give of their 
substance for its support, while the pure reer 
ples of truth, and those who are engaged in its 
dissemination, are sometimes negiected or for- 
gotton. Those who are not for Christ, are a 
gainst him ; and if we are not deceived, those 
who neglect, or refuse, to render a reasonable 
aid to the cause of truth, let their professions 
be what they may, should be considered as its 
enemies. And those who make a profession of 
the “faith once delivered to the saints,” should 
consider themselves under sacred obligations to 
show their faith by their works. It is vain at 
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wicked, if we mistake not, for universa to | 
lend their aid on @ny pretence, to uphold the | 
cause of error; and equally reprehensible to | 
neglect the use of means to promote the cause | 
of truth, 

Another evil, which calis loudly for a reme- 
dy, is the neglect on the part of societies to ful- 
fil their engagements with those who labor in 
the ministry at their request, It too frequent- 
ly happens that preachers are called from home, 

"by the requests of the brethren, and after their 
time, strength, and money has been expended, 
suffered to return to their necessitous families, 
without any other consideration, than the sneers 
of a misgiving world, and the gloomy realities 
of want and wretchedness. Faithful preachers 
are unwilling to stipulate, in all cases, the boon 
they need of their services,and choose not to re- 
fuse when. called upon to preach the gospel to 
the world. But it is cruel, unjust, and preemi- 
nently wicked, to demand the labors of the 
servant of Christ, without a prompt and reason- 
able remuneration for his time, expense and la- 
bor. 

Another evil, and one too which often causes 
a darksome gloom to pervade the precincts of 
Zion, thereby making the hearts of the faithful 
sad, is the want of a punctual attendance on 
public worship when preaching is obtained. It 
too frequently happens, that professors of the 
soul-converting doctrine of universal benevo- 
lence, will give the lie to their professions, and 


put a weapon in the hands of our opponents by 
needlessly absentiug themselves from the place 


of social worship. It is too often said in prac- 
tice, (to use the words of the slothful man) there 
is a lion in the way,—a lion in the street ! 

The most frivolous excuses are sometimes 
made, which go to prove, that there is some- 
thing wrong in the “ spirit of the mind,” a- 
mong some of our friends. We would by no 
means censure our brethren professors, for not 
being in love with the services of the sanctua- 
ry, but a degree of criminality attaches itself to 
the conduct of those who profess and perform 
not. 

The last, though not the least evil that will 
be noticed in this epistle, is a want of conform- 
ity to the pire and sanctifying principles of the 
doctrine we profess. Although there is much 
ef the spirit of Christ discoverable among 
the members of our little fraternity, and al- 
though we are constrained to commend the 
virtue, integrity, and christian zeal of the belie- 
vers generally, yet we would faithfully remind 
our brethren of the great and solemn obliga- 


of his want of regard for us and all others.— 
Those, therefore, who profess to believe the 
doctrine of godliness are doubly criminal for 
violating the sacred requisitions of the Gospel 
of God. 

In conclusion, therefore, we would exhort 
the friends and lovers of tfuth, to keep a strici 
watchfulness over themselves and each other ; 
to be more zealous; more devoted to God and 
his cause ; more kind one towards another ; 
more persevering in the way of well doing ; 
and more attentive to all the relative duties 
which God, Christ, Truth, and Righteousness, 
require at our hands. That you may be bles- 
sed with the labors of faithful ministers, en- 
courage their hearts, and strengthen their hands, 
by contributing of your substance for their 
maintenance and comfort ; remember their fam- 
ilies, and protect them; let liberality, kind- 
ness, punctuality, and charity, mark all your do- 
ings, and that God in whom you trust, and to 
whom you confidently look for support, will 
cause the light of his countenance to shine up- 
on you and give you peace, till your hearts, 
overwhelmed with joyful gratitude, shall res- 
pond to the comforting asseverations of his 
love, conspicuous in a world’s satvation, a loud 
hallelujah to the Lord and his Christ— Amer. 

Done in behalf of the Association. 

L. 8. Eveserr. 
“ BOTH SIDES.” 

In “ Zion’s Herald,” (a Boston paper) of the 30th 
Of last month, we have read a notice of the “* Anvrr1- 
UNivERSALIST,” a new paper just commenced at 
Providence. vs this is the first and only article we 
have seen concerning such a print, we, of course, 
can know nothing of its character, farther than this 
single fact, gathered from its title, namely, that it is 
to oppose the doctrine of God’s impartial Grace to 
his creatures. Thus limited in our knowledge oj 
the new work, we cannot be said to speak for or 
against it, from its contents, and without presuming 
to do so,we most heartily bid the’stranger welcome , 
believing, as we do, that nothing can more directly 
tend to the establishment of truth than free and ra- 
tional discussion. 

We gather from the Herald, that the mode of at. 
tack is ridicule—be it so, we care not a3 to the man- 
ner, for if properly conducted, it will be useful in one 
way—and if improperly, it certainly will in another. 

There has been much lamentation, among acer- 
| tain class of people, that something could not be 
| done to check the spread of Universalism; and we 
have now a rational prospect of seeing what ‘* ortho- 
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tions which those take upon themselves who | A . 
profess universalism. While others who be- | doxy” can muster, in self defence. Our readers al; 
lieve in a perverted gospel—* another gospel , — ilect: ‘the Rmentable. weillags wf “ Zimetiy’ 
whick is not another,” may find an excuse for. which we last winter copied from the Western Re- 


their misdeeds im the character of their God, | 
and hopes, to support them, in the fickleness of 
his justice, we, who believe in the supremacy | 
of his love, and the perpetuity of his justice, 
cannot indulge the bope of an escape from pun- 

ishment, nor a plea of justification om the ground | 


corder, seconded, as he was, by the best efforts of the 
able and pious editor, Mr. Hastings. How sugh 
spirits must rejoice that an effort is at last made a- 
gainst, (we mean avowedly against) the doctrine 
‘* spoken by the mouth of all God’s holy Prophets 
since the world began.” 
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We baye published this papertalmost four years, | to invite them to Mahometanism. Nor was 
during whieh tine its columns bave ever been open this"project without some success : Kiivwrn 
to the pens of all opponents—yet, strange to tell, | Parviz, then king of Persia, reccived his letter 
we have never been able to hear from any one of | with great disdain, and tore it in a passion 
them, except ia the way of reviling and verbal in- | sending away the messenger very abruptly ; 
vective. We shall notfail to offer an exchange of which, when Mahomet heard, he said, God 
papers with the “ Ant@@niversalist,” and we shall,! shall tear his kingdom. And soor after @& 
of course, stand at all times ready {0 do justice to | Messenger come to Mahomet fromt Badhan, 
; king of Yaman, who was a dependant on the 
| Persians to acquaint him that he had received 

orders to send him to Khosru. jomet put 
MAHOMETANISM. off his answer till the next morning, and: then 
ee told the messenger it had been revealed {0 him 
( Continued from page 264.) that night that Khosru was slain by his*s9q 

Mabomet, being securely settled at Medina, | Shiruyeh : adding, that he was well assured hig 
und able not only to defend himself against the | vew religion and empire should rise to as gréat 
insults of his enemies, but to attack them, be- | @ height as that of Khosru ; and therefore bid 
van to send out small parties to make reprisals ' him advisé his master to embrace Mahometar- 
on the Koreish ; the first party consising of no | ism. ‘The messenger being returned, Badhan 
more then nine men, who intercepted and plun- | in a few days received a letter from Shiruyeh, 
dered a caravan belonging to that tribe, and in informing him of his father’s death, and order- 
the action took two prisoners. But what es- | ng him to give the prophet no further distur- 
iablished his affairs very much, and was the bance. Whereupon Bashan, and the Persians 
joundation on which he built all his succeeding | With him, turned Mahometans. 
greatness, was the gaining of the battle of Bedr | |The emperor Heraclitus, as the Arabian his- 
which was fought inthe second year of the He- torians assure us, received Mabomet’s letter 
cira, and is so famous in the Mehometan his- | with great respect, laying it on his pillow, and 
tory. Some recon no less than twenty-seven dismissed the bearer honorably. And some 
expeditions, wherein Mahomet was personally pretended that he would have professed this 
present, in nine of which he gave battle. Be- new faith, had he not been afraid of losing 
sides several expeditions in which be was not his crown. 
present. His forces he maintained partly by Mahomet wrote to the same effect to the king 





the talents, and argumerts of the editor. 
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contributions of his followers fur this purpose, of Ethiopia, though he had been converted be- 
which he called by the name of zacat or alms, fore, according to the Arab writers; and to 
and the paying of which he very artfully made Mokawkas, governor of Egypt, who gave the 
one main article in his religion; and party by messenger a very favorable reception, and sent 
ordering a fifth part of the plunder to brought several valuable presents to Mahomet, and a- 
into the public treasury for that purpose, in mong the rest two girls, one of which, named 
which matter he likewise pretended to act by Mary, became a great favorite with him. 


the divine direction. 
In a few years by the success of his arms, 
notwithstanding he sometimes came off with the | 


(To be continued.) 


worst, he considerably raised his credit and 
power. In the sixth year of Hegira he set out | 
with 1400 men to visit the temple of Mecca,not 
with any intent of committing hosuilities, but | 
in a peaceable manner. However when he 
came to Al Hodeibiya, which is partly within 
and without the sacred territory, the Koreish 
sent to lethim know that they would not per- 
mit him to enter Mecca, unless he forced his | 
way: whereupon he called his troops about 
him, and they all took solemn oaths of fealty 
or homage to him, and he resolved to attack 
the city; but those of Mecca sending Arwa. 
Ebn Masun, prince of the tribe of Thakif, as 
their ambassador to desire peace, a truce was 
concluded between them for ten years by 
which any pegson was allowed to enter into 
league either with Mahomet, or the Koreish, as 
he thought fit. 

In the seventh year of the Hegira, Mahom- 
et began to think of propagating his religion 
beyond the bounds of Arabia, and sent mes~- 


wife of Mr. Timothy Rowley. 





sengers to the neighboring princes, with letters 


OBITUARY. 


Diep, at Ellery Chautauque County, the 
It is doing no 
more than to speak the language ef all her ac- 
quaintance, to say, that she was an affectionate 
wife, an amiable companion, an exemplary 
mother, and a devout christian. She departed 
this lifeunder the influence of the love of God, 
fully believing in the doctrine of impartial aod 
unlimited grace ; and found by sweet expe ience 
that it had been to her, a_never-tailing: 
source of consolation through life, and in 
death,an inestimable treasure. Blessed are the 
dead who die inthe Lord. 


At Attica, Genesee County, a short time 
since, Mr. Tuomas Easresrooxs, in the 
year of his age. He had long been a be- 
liever in God as the Saviour of all men and 
died rejoicing in hope. 


en 





H. A, SALISBURY, PRINTER, 
Office in front of the Court House. 





